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the practical aspects 

OF THE REFERENDUM 


FREDERICK HEATH TO HIS CRITICS 

TM Reactionary Reformer Wanta the People 
to Vote on All Sorts of Petty Questions 
—Vital Things Being Necessarily 
- Ignored and Postponed. 


What we need in this country is not a 
greater voting privilege. What we need 
is to get people to make a serious use of 
the political freedom which they already 
have. TTie great value of political free¬ 
dom lies in its use for the voting in of 
economic freedom. 

Sentiment is a good thing in its place, 
but it is out of place when it gets into 
discussions of the tactics of our move¬ 
ment. Socialists must make as few mis¬ 
takes as possible. And so sentiment 
must not blind us to the real defects of 
the referendum as a means toward eco¬ 
nomic emancipation. 

Both the critics who jumped upon me 
so good naturedly in the issue of July 15 
made a sentimental defense of the refer¬ 
endum. 1 notice that neither Comrades 
Recher or E. H. T. touched upon the 
leading point 1 made against the refer¬ 
endum. Neither of them denied that 
direct legislation would fix the minds of 
the people upon an interminable number 
of petty measures and take attention 
away from revolutionary principles. 
Both seem to feel that democracy can 
only be attained to by means of direei- 
legislation. It does not seem to them 
that there is a diflterence between po¬ 
litical democracy and economic democ¬ 
racy. During the fight under capitalism 
for a social democracy, there is no 
heresy in holding that progress may be 
made better by the use of representaUve 
legislation than by direct legislation. 
When we have socialism, direct legisla¬ 
tion will in all likelihood be in force. 
But at present, under existing condi¬ 
tions and hindrances, I maintain that 
direct legislation would embarrass the 
Socialist advance, and 1 tried to show in 
my former article why this is so. More¬ 
over, direct legislation as a fad agitation 
spreads confusion even in the ranks of 
the social revolutionaries. 

If my critics will look back with me 
at the articles that they oppose, 1 think 
they will almost smile with me at the 
great length of the introduction and the 
cautious way in which 1 approached the 
main things I had set out; to say. I ap¬ 
proached the subject very carefully, be¬ 
cause I well knew in what sentimental 
reverence .the referendum was held by 
many; aijd 1 am afraid this sentimental¬ 
ism will make this discussion less profit¬ 
able than it should be. It is a good plan 
to feel that there is nothing too sacred in 
socialism or its demands to be discussed. 
Discussion is the very life of progress. 
Where it is prevented by sentiment, 
dogmatism or petrifaction sets in. 

Direct legislation has become the 
magic term for “reformers” to conjure 
with. Revolutionists instinctively mis¬ 
trust it Opposition to the referendum 
is not reactionary, as is claimed—on the 
contrary, it is the referendum fad that is 
reactionary. The reactionary reformer 
deals with the petty grievances of 1(^1 
and dmly life and hasn’t time for the big 
social wrongs. Therefore, he wants tl)C 
people to vote on all sorts of little mat¬ 
ters, for their minds are thereby kept off 
of the big and vital things. In this way 
the use of the referendum is'reactionary. 
It becomes a “brake on the wheel of 
progress.” • 

Until all can make fit use of the refer¬ 
endum privilege we already have, we 
had better not cry for more. 

Theoretically, every Socialist believes 
in the referendum.' It is in its practical 
hearing on present conditions, under the 
present form of government, that is un¬ 
der discussion now, and it only confuses 
matters to drag in its theoretical side. 
The question really is. What is the real 
working value of the referendum in con¬ 
nection with the present emancipating 
movement? If, by getting the minds of 
Ihe people taken up with little things, it 
distracts attention from the vital move¬ 
ment of humanity, then it is an obstruc- 
m to progress. I think that is clear. 

It was representative government that 
wlished chattel slavery in this country. 
But I am reminded that one must fall 
peatedly in order to leam to walk, 
try good. But the gp’eat fool people 
ot seem to get wisdom through their 
ated bad voting. They simply get 
-Used and vote first one side and then 
to the other. To add to the amount 
the voting, with all kinds of measures 
Rmmg the voter’s attention, would 
dy rattle him the more, and revolution 
' I go hang itself. But it may be in- 
J that the people do leam, as wit- 
) the flocking to the People’s party, 
t most of those who flocked over are 
(back in the old folds, and all there 
■ ‘t in the People’s party—-save those 
nalists were able to attract— 
: of the little cliques of leaders 


who still beat their tom-toms ard won¬ 
der why they do not draw the old crowd 
together. 

Comrade E. H. T. says we are not 
Fabians, but Social Democrats. As the 
Fabians are Social Democrats; this 
means nothing. Comrade Richer charges 
the Fabians with warning the world 
against further steps in the direction of 
democracy, because they oppose direct 
legislation. Would he say the same of 
Kautsky, of Germanyfi who has written 
a book (jiTwarning against the referen¬ 
dum? 

It has been a fashion in past years 
with certain Socialists to sneer at the 
English Fabian society. This seems to 
me not only uncalled for, but exceeding¬ 
ly unjust and ungrateful. To charge the 
babians with being reactionary is cer¬ 
tainly narrow.. I have read nearly all of 
tlieir many tracts and have industrious¬ 
ly read and collected the many magazine 
Fabians in tlie last half dozen years, and 
1 can say in simple justice to them that 
1 have never read anything in their liter¬ 
ature that was reactionary. On the con- 
trar\-, the Fabians are persistent and 
jealous revolutionaries and fighters to 
the death. They are hard workers and 
free from dilettanteism. To say tliat they 
have accomplished liothing is wTong. 
\\'as it not something to convert the 
scientific minds of Herbert Spencerism 
to Socialism? Well, rather! Their cau¬ 
tion as to tile referendum stamps them 
as tactical revolutionists. Tlie only crime 
the F'abihns Iiave committed lies in Iiav- 
ing aided in making Socialism in Eng¬ 
land a thing native to the soil and suited 
to the English temperament, ratlier than 
an importation. ■ Frederic Heath. 

A Woman’s I’lea 

The strike was on since morning and 
Mrs. Meyn, leading a band of men, was 
■wildly endeavoring to induce others to 
join the ranks. Tired with work and 
excitement, bearing on her arm' her 
wasted babe, with tears in her voice she 
entreated the men to strike. “If all men 
would stick together in this trouble, the 
strike would soon be over, and the men 
would get a decent living from the com¬ 
pany.” Sullen and obdurate stood Mo- 
torman O’Leary. “No, you can’t get 
me to leave this car.' I’m going to stay 
here.” 

The mother lifted her child in her 
arms, presenting him fully to view: 
"Yon are taking the food from this 
baby's mouth!” she cried. 

Down from the car jumped O'Leary, 
and with his rough lips kissed the little 
face. “I’ll not do it,” he said. 

New York. Nemo. 


The strike had been on since the morn¬ 
ing, and the wage-slaves were weak 
and dismayed; 

While most of them joined with their 
comrades, there were some unde¬ 
cided—afraid; 

.\fraid that their masters would spurn 
them if they dared, as a class, to 
unite 

Against organized greed and injustice, 
and for-cquity, liberty, right! 

Tliere came into their ranks, then, a 
woman, in her arms a child, tender 
and wan; 

Woni with toil, strong in impulse and 
courage, her brave face was tear- 
stained and drawn. 

She spoke to the men there assembled; 

“Oh. men, stand but firm, staunch 
and true; 

Be as one! Fight the tyrant together 
and victory must come to you!” ^ 

Like the voice of an angel it thrilled 
them, and the men answered her 
with a shout: 

“We’ll all ‘go on strike’ with our com¬ 
rades,” a number then bravely 
spoke out. _ ■ 

But one, holding fast to his motor, un¬ 
moved by the men’s hearty cheer. 

Stood obdurate, sullen, and muttered: 

“Ill not leave my car — Ill stay 
here!” 

I 

’Mid the voices of men, roused and an- 
gjered, the woman’s rang out, clear 
and loud; 

Holding high her young baby above 
her, she silenced the murmuring 

crowd, . j u 

And the motor-man, g^rim, heard her 

saying: 

“You are taking the food from my 
child!” . „ / . ^ 

“God foreive me! Not that, cnea 
O’Le^; “I’ll join you 1 ” The men 
then went wild. —F. R. 


The profits of eighteen capitalist com¬ 
binations in 1898 equalled the entire 
wages of a million coal miners fof that 
year. This is a wonderful country—for 
capitalists. 

The Chicago Tribune says of the men 
who are enlisting in this dty that Jew 
are led to do so from patriotism; to grt 
a living," according to the TYibune, is 
the object of many. Men “out of em¬ 
ployment,” it says, are enli^ng. with an 
"■•••~ial drop ^^^tfiotism." 


SOCIALISM A SOLUTION 
FOR SOCIAL DISEASES 


KEY TO SOLVE ALL PROOLEMS 


The Folly of Trying to Suppress the Symp¬ 
toms of Disease While the Conditions 
Which Induce jt Are Allowed 
to Remain. 


Few more impor ant problems con¬ 
front the world to day than that of the 
saloon. Socialism is rapidly attracting 
the attention of temperance reformers 
for the reason that it offers a radical so¬ 
lution of this problem by abolishing the 
conditions which create and maintain tlie 
saloon. It is obviously foolish to en¬ 
deavor to suppress the symptoms of a 
disease wliile the conditions whicli in¬ 
duce the disease are allowed to remain. 
When the causes arc removed, tlie dis¬ 
ease may he tlie more readily cured, ami 
tile symptoms will disappear. 

riiere are deeji-seated causes oi tlie. 
saloon business. What arc they? When 
once clearly understood tliey.may be re¬ 
moved and the saloon business as now 
conducted will disappear. The first 
cause is “profit,” the shrine before which 
we worsliip, regardless of tlie coinnian<l. 
"Tliou slialt love thy neighbor as thy- 
.scli." regardless of the weliare of our 
fellow-men. 'Tlie love oi individual gain 
(profit) is a mighty force. There is 
much profit in the liquor business, as 
in many otlier kinds of business, and 
lienee, in 1895, according to the report 
of the Internal Revenue Commissioners. 
^32,295 persons were engaged in sell¬ 
ing distilled and fermented liquors in tlie 
United Slates. 

Secondly. Present industrial methods 
dispose men to the use oi intoxicating 
drinks. In an admirable discussion of 
temperance reform, Prof. J. K. Commons 
of Indiana University makes clear the 
fact that whatever tends to exhaust or 
unduly excite the nervous system, tends 
to produce a craving for a stimulant or 
a narcotic. .Vlcohol first exhilarates, 
then soothes. The over-worked, the un¬ 
derfed or badly fed, the anxious, and 
those in ill health, fiirnish the majority 
oi those who become addicted to the use 
of the intoxicating draught. The writer 
has often seen, especially on piecy-work, 
in the shoe shops of this city, men 
standing at their benches witli every 
muscle apparently taut, every nerve 
tense, and eyes glued to their work, 
■Straining to make a few extra pennies a 
day. After hours of such exhausting 
toil it is little wonder that men who have 
not been trained to fear the dangers of 
the intoxicating cup should enter the sa¬ 
loon door after the day’s work, seeking 
a stimulant for the vitiated energies of 
the nervous and muscular systems. If 
the workingman is anytiiing, he is gen¬ 
erous. Once within the saloon, he will 
not drink without inviting his comrades, 
or even strangers, to join him in a friend¬ 
ly glass. The friends treat in turn. The 
results are easily imagined. Glass alter 
glass is drained. 'Hie money which 
should have gone to the waiting, anxious 
wife and children, disappears, and the 
generous, warm-hearted husband and fa¬ 
ther too often becomes an intoxicated 
brute, feared by those whom he loves and 
by whom he is loved. 

The often cheap, adulterated and badly 
cooked food of the poor, the vitiatml air 
oi tenement homes, fail to nourish the 
system properly, thus inducing a desire 
for intoxicating drink; while the open, 
glowing, warm saloon on the corner 
forms a strong attraction in the face laf a 
cold and cheerless tenement dwelling 
(which often cannot be called a home). 

.-\nxiety is, in many cases, an even 
greater drain upon the nervous force 
than exhausting physic^ labor. The 
rapid march of imprijved machinery, the 
ever niifltiplying number and increa.sing 
size of great corjKjrations, throwing 
scores of thousands from employment, 
the uncertainty of gaining a living in a 
land where human needs and wants have 
been increased by education and the 
“art of advertising,” keep thousands 
continually on .the anxious seat, fearing 
lest they- be unable to “keep up appear¬ 
ances” demanded by an ever developing 
civilization, or even fearful lest life itself 
be threatened by lack of employment, 
a’nd starvation, pxwrhouse, charity, or 
death, become the alternatives of dc- 
-spair. It is little wonder that crime has 
increased five-fold faster than population 
in the past foi^ years, that insanity has 
doubled, that suicide has alarmingly in¬ 
creased, that paupers have multiplied, 
that intemperance has become so fixed 
and ascertainable that it is knovro as 
inebriety, as Prof. Commons well says. 
In spite of iio-licensc and prohibition 
movements, the consumption of intoxi¬ 
cating liquors per capita largely in¬ 
creased during the twenty years from 
1876 to 1895. according to the Statistical 
Abstract of the United States for the lat¬ 
ter year. 

It is becomm? more and more ap¬ 
parent that “restnetive” laws must prove 


inadequate to cope with the liquor evil. 
No-!iccnse and other prohibitory laws 
are certainly preferable, when properly 
enforced, to either license or the free sale 
of iiquor, as de'monstrated by abundant 
testimony; but evil repressed, is not nec¬ 
essarily destroyed, usually appearing in 
some otlier locality or form. While the 
writer would most certainly vote for no¬ 
license under existing conditions, yet it 
should be remembered that a successful 
“no” vote tlirougliout the country would 
add to our alreaily enormous army of 
unemployetl tlie 232,000 liquor dealers. 
.•\s long as the competitive struggle Of 
private monopoly shall endure, just so 
long will these thon.sands work to jier- 
petuate the saloon business. 

When temperance reformers "fight" 
the salo(Ans cl a city, it is not alone the 
saloons of that cite against which the 
liallle is waged, lor the great liquor 
trusts are interesteil in keeping the mar- 
liets open for titeir wares, aiul leml their 
|)<merlul aiil, whicli often extends to the 
sliajiing of laws and the bribing ot im¬ 
portant officials, to say nothing of the 
purchase of hundreds of votes. 

Socialism holds the key to the prob¬ 
lem. .Many .saloonkeepers are undoubt¬ 
edly warm-hearteil ami generous. They 
are not blind to the wretchedness caused 
by the business in which they are en- 
gageil. Were they guaranteeil a good 
income through a reputable husmess 
many would voluntarily and gladly with- 
ilraw from their pre.sent employment. 
This the Co-operative Commonwealth, 
under Socialism, would offer, not alone 
to saloonkeepers, but ' to every man. 

'here would no longer remain the in¬ 
centive for gain through questionable 
and demoralizing methods. There would 
no lunger remain those who were over¬ 
worked, or burdened with anxiety from 
lack of employment. ■ There would no 
longer remain the temptation to give di's- 
I’.onest measure or manufacture dishon¬ 
est, adulterated goods. The work of the 
country, and ultimately of the world, 
would be more justly divided among 
able-bodied workers, who, with mind and 
body aided by ever improved machinery, 
would easily produce more than enough 
for all, with an abundance of leisure for 
the enjoyment of those products and the 
development of the highest abilities— 
physical, mental, spiritual. 

With the incentive for profit removed, 
with the banishment of the conditions 
which devitalize the nervous system, the 
liquor business could be regulated in 
accord with the true interests of human¬ 
ity. Frances E. Willard, in the closing 
years of her life, saw the truth of tlie 
Socialist teaching, and hosts of temper¬ 
ance advocates have allied themselves, 
and are allying themse'ves, with the So¬ 
cialist movement. 'Tis strange, but true, 
that in the Socialist principles may be 
found a common ground whereon the 
temperance reformer and the saloon¬ 
keeper may stand side by side, cham¬ 
pioning, together, the highest interests 
of all society, of which each individual is 
a part. 

When the wonderful possibilities of 
universal co-operation are understood 
and the Co-operative Commonwealth 
shall have been established, founded 
upon the Socialist motto, "Elach for all 
and all for each,” operating through col¬ 
lective ownership and operation of all 
the means of production and distribu¬ 
tion, then every last individual will re¬ 
ceive all the blessings that an ever-ad¬ 
vancing civilization can bestow, and in 
return, every able-bodied adult will be 
lequired to perform his or her propor¬ 
tionate share of the work, mental or 
physical, which will be rendered more 
agreeable and less arduous as labor-sav¬ 
ing machines and methods increase in 
numbers and efficiency. 

The above may seem to be a visionary 
solution of the saloon, and other prob¬ 
lems, and so it is, for all progress is first 
seen in vision, “in the mind.” TTie in¬ 
ventor must imagine before he makes. 
It is the office of the “vissionary” to 
create new ideals in the minds of the 
people. Thoughts are the seeds of ac¬ 
tion. Nothing is more certain titan that 
today there is a phenomenal and swiftly 
growing movement toward the ideal 
here briefly suggested. It is not only the 
privilege, but the duty, of every intelli¬ 
gent man and woman t^ advocate, in 
every possible honest way, the establish¬ 
ment of an industrial system which will 
banish poverty, remove temptation to 
gain at another’s expense, guararftee life, 
liberty and happiness to each and all so 
far as knowledge is able, and makeT>os- 
sible the development of the best and 
noblest in every individual. 

Winfield P. Porter. . 


WHAT IS THERE IN 
THE MONEY QUESTION 


Tb« He^d l^i^neU t * dood for propo^aado 
at M ccate par buidrad ecvplao* 

In Augusta, .Georgia, women earn 
from 25 to 60 cents per day of twelve 
hours, and" children TS to 2 5 ceats. 
There are about ir,ooo women tde- 
graiffi operators, and since the great 
strike of *83 wages in that calling have 
Eallen from $60 to $40 per month, and 
less. 


THE DISCUSSION IS CONTINUED 


Comrade Bonsall Sets Forth What He 
Claims is the True Science and Func¬ 
tion of Money in Reply to 
Comrade Ladoff. 


Dear reader, did you ever see a guinea 
pig? It is a queer little animal, looking 
like a crossbreed of a rat and a rabbit. 
Neither is it a pig nor does it come fr.om 
Guinea. Immensely more curious, how¬ 
ever, than this misnamed freak of nat¬ 
ure are some guinea pigs of would-be 
religious and would-be reformatory 
Jogniatism. Christian Science, for in¬ 
stance, if an outsider may be permitted 
to judge it, is neither a science nor 
Chri.'tian. Single taxism may serve as 
an iliuslration of a would-be reforma- 
lory guinea pig. But silverplated or 
Bryanized socialism, as fathered by 
Comrade Bonsall. justly beats anything 
and everything in the line of crossbreed 
monstrosities of the above mentioned 
kind, if Comrade B. will allow me to say 
so. Let us examine it closlly and see 
“what there is in it,” as my esteemed 
opjioncnt heads his first article on the 
money {iroblcm—sine ira et studio. 

Mr. I!, declares in the critical part of 
his article that the term “intrinsic value” 
used by me is a meaningless one. Why? 
liecaiisc value is relative. 'Mr. D. ob¬ 
viously somehow mixed up the term in¬ 
trinsic with absolute. To use his own 
illustration: Gold has the intrinsic qual¬ 
ity of malleability. But this quality is 
relative at the same time, being depen¬ 
dent on the temperature of the metal. 
What a pity <hat Mr. B. did not take the 
trouble of looking up in some dictionary 
the real meaning of the temiGntrinsic 
before rushing into print witli such an 
amusing bhinderf My opponent further 
on denies the correctness of my state¬ 
ment that money (not gold, as he erro¬ 
neously puts it) is a measure of value. 
Why? Because “value depends on hu¬ 
man needs and no other factor can cre¬ 
ate and measure it.” Now let us test the 
logic of this proposition. Two men, 
Peter and John, own different com¬ 
modities. Peter has potatoes, which 
John needs, while the latter poMesses 
apples needed by the former. Both men 
exchange their commodities. Of course, 
the proportion in which the correspond¬ 
ing'quantities of potatoes and apples will 
be exchanged will depend on the relative 
value of these commodities. Obviously 
one of these commodities in the process 
of exchange serves as a measure of 
value of the other, just because they repf- 
resent human need. No other factor for 
the creation and measurement of values 
is necessary. Mr. B. finds a blank (!) 
contradiction in my two statements (a) 
concerning the real money value de¬ 
pending on its intrinsic value as a ware 
and (b) the tiuantity of money in circu¬ 
lation regulating the prices of commodi¬ 
ties in general. Well, let us seel Tbe 
relation between supply and demand de¬ 
termines as a rule the prices of all com¬ 
modities, including the precious metals, 
of course. If the price of gold will re¬ 
main stationary, the amount of gold 
coin pitt in circulation will not affect 
directly the prices of commodities. But 
if the price of gold will fall, let us agree, 
to onc-half of its previous price, it will 
cause the doubling of the prices of com¬ 
modities in general, and the quantity of 
gold coin in circulation will have to be 
doubled in order to meet the needs of 
the market. In this way the alleged con¬ 
tradiction in my .statement not only 
looks its blankness, but entirely vanishes 
“as the smoke of incense.” If, however, 
as Mr. B. thinks, and eloquently ex¬ 
presses it, my statements “are the very 
incarnation of absurdity,” still one con¬ 
solation is left to the writer of these 
lines, namely, the consciousness of be¬ 
ing in good company. All economists 
of note, including Karl Marx and Kaut¬ 
sky, will bear testimony to the truth of 
my assertions. Mr. B. affirms that my 
admission, that prices of commodities 
correspond to the quantity of money in 
circulation, “demolishes nearly all my 
other assumptions and ar^ments.” As 
he, however, tails to exi^ain why and 
which way, we have to take it for grant¬ 
ed. So far the critical part of Mr. B.’s 
article. Let us now follow him in his 
original exposition of silverplated or 
Biy'anized socialism. Mr. B. states that 
“money is not a creation of nature, but 
law.” The first of that statement is a 
somewhat naive truism. The swond 
hajf is, however, rather problematic, in 
spite of the authority of Aristotle (may 
his. mighty shade excuse my imperti¬ 
nence). Money in the shape of gold- 
dnst, shells, beads, cattle, and so on, ex¬ 
isted at the dawn of human dvilizatit^ 
when no “laws” existed, at least in toe 
modern sense of the word. Mr. B. de¬ 
fines money as follows: “A wondrous 
instrument of association, a function, a 
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beaten bv law and law's emissaries, is 
looking for another weapon to aid it in 
the desperate struggle and age-long con¬ 
flict, now, happily, approaching its end. 
In the hands of the organized labor 
forces of this country we shall soon dis¬ 
cover a new kind of ballot—a class-con¬ 
scious ballot, the weapon of our deliv¬ 
erance. The economic and political 
wings of the army of labor must unite 
and co-operate against the common 
enemy, ^n America as in Europe. This 
is the mission of the Social Democratic 
party of America. This is the object of 
our comrades in San Francisco; to this- 
mission and this object we urge Social¬ 
ists throughout California to rally and 
during the coming fall and winter raise 
the banner of man’s emancipation from 
the slaverv' of wages and brutal private 
.mastership. 


i^ctal Semoerattc ileralu 


ism has been destroyed and the gateway 
of opportunity is wide enough for all to 
pass. Down with the limitations to hu¬ 
man life, liberty and happiness! 

TRUSTS AND TRUSTS 

The New York Journal of Commerce 
says that trust promoting has been over¬ 
played and that the notorious overcapi¬ 
talization of these latest developments of 
capitalism will be sure to produce a re¬ 
action. Investors are becoming chapr 
of the immense spread of commercial 
paper, feeling that if an adverse gale 
should strike the bottom would drop 
out. It says that it is the practice of 
the promoters, in order to cany their 
plans to realization, to pay more than 
the various plants are worth, not in cash, 
but in trust stock, and that it is usual 
to give the selling party not only this 
prefened stock, but a duplicate amount 
in common stock, the latter being sim¬ 
ply a bonus. The bankers are complain¬ 
ing that the public is bu)'ing the securi¬ 
ties very slowly. It is pointed out that 
the very means which the trust promot¬ 
ers have l>een using to tempt unwilling 
manufacturers into tlie great combina¬ 
tions appear to have become a hindrance 
to further trust development. 

Of course none know better than So¬ 
cialists that the recent gale of trust 
forming has been largely an artificial 
affair, due to the large amount of capital 
looking for investment and to the fever¬ 
ishness of the .\merican business man 
coupled with the hustling proclivities of 
the up-to-date Col. Sellers, the Yankee 
promoter. All this has overnursed a 
national business development toward 
combination and away from competition. 
That there will be collapses is only too 
certain. The card-houses will fall, but 
their fall will only bring into greater re¬ 
lief the impregnable and rock-based 
forms of the true tnists. those that have 
been fontied conservatively and in re¬ 
sponse to an absolute trade demand. The 
real trusts will endure, the mushroom 
trusts will dissolve, but the fate of the 
latter will be but added tragedy over the 
luckless heads of the victims of the great 
business game of freeze-out. It will add 
vastly to the number of those who must 
kise their holdings and who must fall 
back into the proletariat. leaving the 
class of possessors smaller ami richer 
than ever. 


with flower beds for no other reason 
that anybody can ascertain but to please 
the occupants of a brown stone front. 
Lets than one-fourth has been reserved 
for the children, and the sign “Keep Oflf 
the Grass!" is over all the rest. This 
arrangement makes charming sur¬ 
roundings for a few residents, but it is 
an outrage on the people. 

Deschanel, president of the French 
deputies, is reported to be engaged to 
many a rich American heiress, and is 
arranging to have the nuptials cele¬ 
brated in time to enable him to enter¬ 
tain the czar of Russia and other useless 
personages who are expected to visit 
Paris in 1900. Madame Deschanel will 
be entitled by reason of her rank as 
third lady in the land to the salaams of 
the populace and the salutes of the 
g^endarmerie. And while this is going 
on the wage slaves in the “land of. the 
free” will get their noses a little closer to 
the grindstone to pay the bills. 

Workingmen who will continue to 
sui>port a party or an administration re¬ 
sponsible for such outrages against their 
class as are permitted to continue at 
the bull pen, Wardner, Idaho, are dead 
to all sense of right and justice along 
with their capitalist masters. The 
negro troops shot down in cold blood a 
poor prisoner who had been driven in¬ 
sane by horrible suffering in the foul 
stockade, and the scabs howled and 
danced with joy. Two weeks ago five 
imprisoned strikers died because of sick¬ 
ness contracted by the terrible unsani¬ 
tary condition in the bull pen. Many 
more men are sick, and a correspondent 
writes that "the. sick and dying are flatly 
refused the ministration of their friends 
and families, denied the consolation of 
religion where they wish it, and reeking 
in filth which they cannot escape, breath¬ 
ing the fetid air of death itself, they die 
like caged rats.” , 
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Farmyard Fancies 

A pathway throu^ the woodland wound, 
A stream ran rippling by, 

The moss, a carpet on the ground. 


The trees, a sunshade high. 

The fragile ferns, in mossy pots. 
Bent down to kiss the brook; 
The flowers, like illustrations, were 
Of Nature’s picture book. 


If, witfaoat liftTiiif sabMiUisd, F 0 « It, Umo it bM 

b<ro»ah«crifa«<Hotlir»litf4 taSaoliUIwUl fallow. 


The leaves upon the treetops burst 
Into a breezy laugh; 

And on this pathway paradise 
There sleeping lay—a calf. 

An alley off a city street, 

A floor of cobblestone, 

A row of dirty tenements. 

Like rank gr^ss, overgrown. 


Where’s Your Prosperity? 

The Springfield Republican recently 
g;ave a summary of the report for I899 
of the New York State Labor Bureau. 

This report begpns by conceding that 
organized labor is more secure in re¬ 
spect to employment than the average 
workingman, then goes on to state that 
March 31st EIGHTEEN PER CENT 
OF THE TRADES UNIONISTS OF 
TH.\T STATE WERE EMPLOYED; 
that of those who were employed during 
the preceding quarter 20,000 WORKED 
ONLY HALF TIME; that the per¬ 
centage of unemployed March 31, 1899, 
the proportion had risen to 13 per cent. 

It may be added that thousands of men 
all through Massachusetts are idle and 
hundreds,of thousands in the country 
are out on strike. 

This sort of prosperity is a great thing. 
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President McKinley is now a doctor 
of civil law. He was previously a doctor 
of civil service law. 

Tnists are not the creatures of law; 
they are creatures of economic condi¬ 
tions and changes. You can’t “smash” 
them, and you can prevent them smash¬ 
ing you only by adopting the Socialist 
plan. 

The falsehood that Comrade E. \’. 
Debs recently spoke from the same plat¬ 
form with .^iiles and other hirelings of 
capitalism is too absurd to warrant seri¬ 
ous attention. It is so palpable a lie that 
it carries on its face its own denial. 

Belgium Socialists are beginning to 
think thev mav have their battle against 
the government’s electoral project to 
fight over again. The premier on the 
20th inst. declared in answering an in¬ 
quiry that the government had not with¬ 
drawn the measure. 

^■ou can depend.upon it, as a rule, that 
the man who profits by the present sys¬ 
tem, having some special privilege or so¬ 
cial opportunity to skin his fellow-men, 
will be opposed to any other system, al¬ 
though he knows that the present im¬ 
poses unnecessary suffering upon other 
men. 


The sun, with fury pitiless. 
Poured down its livid glare. 
And not a breath from sea or field 
Refreshed the fetid air. 


The roar of traffic, pouring in. 
Made discord weird and wild. 
And ’mid that dreary Boston hell 
There crying stood—a child. 


A little chicken, lame and sore. 
Limped slowly down the lane 
Its footsteps feeble, feathers flat, 
And seemingly in pain. 


At sight of it the other chicks. 

Its brothers in the brood. 

Attacked their weakling fellow chick 
In jnost ferocious mood. 


A British firm has just published the 
Electrical Inkless Printer, which is said 
to be the first permanent publication 
printed by electricity by direct positive 
method and without ink and rollers. Of 
course, the journal is devoted to an ex¬ 
ploitation of the method, which, it is 
claimed, will affect a saving of 30 per 
cent, even if used in connection with ma¬ 
chinery now operated. Tliese direct and 
positive methods of production ought to 
induce some direct and positive thinking 
oil the part of those engaged in all in¬ 
dustries which are so rapidly being 
changed from hand-crafts to machine- 
crafts. 


When the unequal strife was done. 
And I had cleared the place, 

A little chicken gasped and died— 
A victim of its race. 


THE lOURNAL’S SCARE_ 

In a double-leaded, wide column pos¬ 
ter display editorial, the New \ork 
Journal indulges in a lot of pessimistic 
suppositions regarding what it calls the 
“Standing .Army of Monopoly.” It “sup¬ 
poses” that the recent railroad cons<3li- 
dations should go on to their logical 
conclusion and bring the whole trans¬ 
portation sysie.ii of the United States 
into the hands of one corporation. It 
"supposes” the men in control of the 
combination, instead of grinding down 
their employes, paying a minimum wage 
of five dollars a day. It "supposes” the 
employes turned into a mercenary army 
devoted only to its leaders,'the N'ander- 
bilts and Rockefellers, and after much 
more supposing this and supposing that, 
goes off into a doleful and thoroughly 
pessimistic prognostication about the 
future government and’the people. .And 
it asks what the public could do then. 
If the public follows the confused lead¬ 
ership and bourgeois economics of the 
journal, which would land them in that 
division of the capitalist party known 
as "democratic,” and which, under the 
leadership of Mr. Bryan, wants to 
“smash” the trusts, it could do nothing. 
But if it co-operates with the Social 
Democratic party, which would wel¬ 
come a transportation system in the 
hands of one corporation as the logical 
sequence of social and industrial prog¬ 
ress, it would do much; it would make 
the transportation system social prop¬ 
erty, and the million men with five dol¬ 
lars a day might "fight,” as the Journal 
suggests, but they couldn’t prevent the 
chang(\ After all. Comrades Vanderbilt 
and Rockefeller are doing a goorl and 
necessary work. 


Upon a city comer crouched 
A woman, blind and.poor, 
.A battered organ and a cup 
The pennies to allure. 


A throng of heedless people piassed, 


With scornful lip and cold, 
.As niggard of their sympathy 
As they were of their gold. 


TO CALIFORNIA SOCIALISTS 

The organization of two branche.* of 
the Social Democratic party in Sau 
Francisco is the beginning of a move¬ 
ment in the Pacific coast state that is 
pregnant with great importance and pos¬ 
sibilities for the future of Socialism in 
that great commonwealth. The com¬ 
rades of Branch I, through .Arthur R. 
.Andre, organizer, send greetings to 
.American Socialists everywhere, with 
assurances that the strengthening of the 
local organization is proceeding most 
satisfactorily and new members are join¬ 
ing every day. Our San Francisco 
friends have organized for active and 
aggressive .work throughout the state, 
and none who know their devotion, abil¬ 
ity and experience, doubt that the out¬ 
come of their leaders for our common 
cause will be helpful in every way. to 
that cause throughout the country. 

In this countiy, as in all others, the 
Socialist movement may be likened to 
the slowly gatliering power and majesty 
of the mighty river. Having its origin 
often in some little known and unfre¬ 
quented spot, the stream flows unno¬ 
ticed but unchecked, and with ever- 
in'ereasing volume and speed, until it be¬ 
comes the wonder of a continent as it 
sweeps onward to the ocean. The true 
course of Socialism may be diverted here 
or there by false economic teachings; 
tactical blunderers may attempt to stem 
the current, but sooner or later, as fast 
as the thinker recognizes its inherent 
justice, it triumphs over all obstacles and 
rushes forward to join the ocean of in¬ 
dustrial internationalism, which is ever 
rising higher and higher and will cul¬ 
minate in the Co-operative Common¬ 
wealth. 

Nothing but the principles of Inter¬ 
national Socialism, which are principles 
of justice and truth, will satisfy Social 
Democrats. The party, now recognized 
as a component part of the international 
movement, may make mistakes in mat¬ 
ters of minor concern, but nothing save 
the soundest economics will avail with 
its growing membership. 

..All the disastrous experiments of the 
past we wish to forget and every peculiar 
economic fad which tends to play havoc 
with a true, broad, tolerant and scientific 
Socialism, we repudiate.. At our mast¬ 
head is nailed the banner of Social 
Democracy; aboard our fair craft is a 
harmonious crew’and we are on the look¬ 
out, not to destroy others who sail in 
this night of capitalism, but to throw a 
beam of light to the Port of Industrial 
Emancipation. 

The time is opportune in California 
to swell the ranks of Social Democrats. 
Organized labor, stripped and scored by 
capitalistic gluttons, and' bullied and 


Dr. C. W. Cram, of Davenp)ort, la., 
an old and faithful worker for the cause 
of Socialism, met with an accident at 
his home, July 12, v/hich resulted in his 
death. Dr. Cram .vas born in New 
Hampshire in 1834; graduated from sev¬ 
eral medical institutions, and as a physi¬ 
cian and humanitarian was itcld in high 
regard.. 

In the glass industry the workmen are 
face' to face with ei^t new machines 
which will relieve many of their uuiuber 
of the burden of work and the enjoyment 
of wages. The glassraaker, once a man. 
wirii a chance for life, is soon to be a 
machine denying a chance ior life so 
long as it is manipulated by private own- 
ers i.>r profit. 

The Social Democrats of Germany 
continue to win victories and the con¬ 
flict with their adversaries seems to be 
shifting to the courts; where Arens, a 
Socialist lecturer, has been acquitted on 
the charge of exceeding in his utter¬ 
ances the limits prescribed by law. An¬ 
other Socialist, charged with criticising 
a high court of justice, has also been 
acquitted. 

Here is an order for books received at 
this office last Monday morning from a 
farmer, who is a Socialist: "Principles of 
Scientific Socialism,” “Socialism and 
Slavery,” “IndustrialEvolution,” "Wom¬ 
an, Past and Present,” “Hard Times,” 
"Herald Leaflets.” The book at the 
head of this Socialist farmer’s list. Vail’s 
“Principles of Scientific Socialism,” is 
just what we advertise it to be,.the "book 
vou need.” 


In consequence of the difficulty of 
keeping European female servants after 
their arrival in South Africa, the Guild 
of Housewives at Johannesburg has pe¬ 
titioned the Raad to forbid all the white 
servant girls to marry until they can 
prove that they hate stayed at least one 
vear in the countrv. 


An aged woman feebly lay 
Alone, decrepid, blind. 

And in the darkness passed away 
Slain by her human kind. 


nusif^Gs 


• The social problem cannot be solved 
by philanthropy. (Jf course not. Be-, 
ware, nevertheless, of the Socialist who 
will find nothing more substantial for a 
starving man than a note payable sixty 
years after sight, drawn on the Future 
Societv. 


The professional politician’s fondness 
of the |>eople is of a cannibalistic nature; 
he feeds on them. 


A'ou cannot see the social revolution 
going on around you for precisely the 
same reason that you are unable to per¬ 
ceive the revolutions of the globe which 
you inhabit: The fact is, you revolve 
along with it. 

• 

Whoever has the welfare of my fellow 
creatures at heart, no matter how he 
labels himself, is my brother. 

Whoever advocates the socialization 
of the means of production and distribu¬ 
tion, the public ownership of the earth 
and the fullness thereof, and the aboli¬ 
tion of the cursed wage system, is my 
brother in the cause. 

Whoever attaches himself to the So¬ 
cial Democratic party and strives to 
reach that goal along the lines laid down 
by that organization is my brother in 
arms. 

I try to enlighten the first and to win 
the second by the aid of the third. 

• 

It is quite open to question whether 
the convict who (in England) picks oak¬ 
um is a more miserable wretch than the 
splenetic individual (anywhere) who 
picks holes <ind finds fault, never look¬ 
ing for anything else. 

* • * 

From a modem point of view Moses 
would seem to have made a mistake in 
smashing the tables of the law when, on 
descending from Mount Sinai, he found 
the Israelites gone wrong. One would 
think that the more the qieople worship 
the golden calf, the more imperative the 
duty to uphold the fundamental princi¬ 
ples in their integfrity. 

* • * 

Qlildren, women and the poor can be 
deceived in many things, except as to 
who really loves them. Tliere is more, in 

this than what appears on the surface. 

• • 

• 

Our despoilers give us charity by way 
of adding insult to injury. Being used 
to both, we resent neither. 

. M. WinChevsky. 


AGAINST A STONE WALL 

The principal ceremony at the gp'eat 
fair of Bawa I'arid, which occurs once a 
year in British India, consists of passing 
through an opening made in a wall ad¬ 
joining the shrine of 1 -.rid-ud-Din, who 
in Ufe had, it was said, become pure by 
continual fasting. The opening in the 
wall measures 5 feet by 2 1-2 feet and is 
called "The Gate of Paradise.” Who¬ 
ever between noon and night is able to 
pass through this opening is assured of 
paradise,' and when there are 50,000 
striving to pass through at the same 
time, .the emsh is terrific. Men and 
women are crashed and mangled, bones 
are broken, and in the stifling heat the 
suffering is awful. 

That opening in the wall resembles 
the restricted opportunities for right liv¬ 
ing under the present economic system. 
Only the few are enabled in the mad 
rush and scramble to get through, and 
the terrific struggle of life results in 
crushed and mangled humanity bleeding 
and beaten against the stone wall of cap¬ 
italism. Ignorance, prejudice and tra¬ 
dition blind the eyes of the Oriental de¬ 
votees to the fact that if the hole in the 
wall is the “Gate of Paradise,” and noth¬ 
ing but a stone wall stands between 
them and paradise, the enlugement of 
the “gate” or the removal or me wall al¬ 
together wonid enable all to gain it. And 
so, too, ignorance, prejudice and tradi¬ 
tion alone keep up the stone wall of 
capitalism and restrict the pathway to 
freedom for all men. 

The larger life, the truer liberty and 
the attainment of happiness are not pos¬ 
sible to the masses so long as they per¬ 
mit the barriers which special privilege 
and greed have thrown up against them. 
Fre^om is beyond these and can only, 
be won when the stone wall of capital- 


Preparations for the great meeting in 
Exposition Hall. St. Louis, September 
9. to be addressed by Eugene V. Debs, 
are progressing finely. To show what 
general interest is being taken we may 
state that although the barest annolmce- 
ment of the meeting has been made, the 
trades union organizations of the cit^ 
have responded most generously to the 
appeal of the committee on arrange¬ 
ments. .Al>out a dozen of the organized 
bexlies have contributed to thf fund to 
meet expenses over a hundred dollars. 


By joining force of beak and bill 
In bold and brave array. 

They made the tyrant traitor quail 
And cowardly speed away. 

A big, black-hearted money-power 
With unchecked fury runs, 

A mass of men stand by and watch 
It eat their little ones. 


.A Socialist in California, who wanted 
to meet Senator White in debate, was 
told to "go and get a reputation 1 ” But 
there are reputations that are got with¬ 
out merit, and reputations that are 
bought by boodlers, and one of the pal¬ 
triest things in this country is the repu¬ 
tation of the average politician. 'The 
Socialist represents a philosophy and a 
science and can’t afford to lovver that 
to suit men with “reputations.” Truth, 
logpc and science outweigh all the place- 
proud and purse-proud fellows with 
"reputations" in the universe. 


Are men more fooKsh than the birds? 

More heedless of their kind 
Shall we submit to base defeat 
When birds salvation.find? 


Go, rise above your manhood’s lean, 
Into a birdhood’s strength. 

And by uniting vote and voice 
Save home and young at length. 

Upon a dung-heap near the bam. 
Malodorously rare, 

I found a flower of fairest form 
Had grown and blossomed there. 

When thus a dung-heap breeds a flowci 
Perhaps corruption will. 

And as I looked, I thought, thought I, 
There’s hope for Hanna still I 

Merlin. 


- The Herald In Bnndlee 

25 copies.$ '.20 

50 copies ■. .35 

100 copies.65 

200 copies. 1.20 

It must be understood that this offer 
is for bundle orders mailed to one ad¬ 
dress only. Send orders to 

THEODORE DEBS, 

126 Washington St., Chicago. 


One .of the breathing spaces in Chi¬ 
cago, where the children of the neigh¬ 
borhood romped and played last sum¬ 
mer—we refer to Washington square, 
on North Clark street—has been, for the 
most part, changed into a beauty spot 
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BBAKCH mBECTOBY. 
CAEJtrOKKlA 

BTsach 1. Bmd Frandsoo, Cal., bolds mMtinfi 
^ Temple. U7 

stroot. Public Inrlted. 

ot Branch Inserted for Be 

month. COLORADO. 

Colorado Branch No. 1 of the Social Demo- 
'trSe Party, moeu every Sunday eve at Wood- 
Ball, 1711 California street. Denver. Colo., 
sk a. H. Olbb^ Chairman; lira. Ida 

llStver. Secretary. 17W Washington street. 
OOlflfBOTlCCT. 

Brmich t (Conn.) mseU tst and trd Tuesday In 
Ihe Roath. at “• 

tjL^TComsUus Mahoney. IB Frank street. 
ItXlMOU. 

Branch 1 of llllnola. Chleaco, meets even* 
Wednesday evening. Thomas Kirwtn, Secre¬ 
tary. BM Wentworth avA 
Rnnch t, Chicago, Ul., Bohemian, meets 2d 
u»d 4tb SaturUay evenings at Nagl’t Hall. SIS 
mw. IsUnC ave. Secretary. Fred Jonas. 687 

iSueh I. Chlcsfo. 111., meets Ut and 3d Sun- 
A»w afternoon of each month at Bohemian 
American School l.ad Karcel. cor. 19tb and 
su. Secretary. Frank Ort, SB W. 

Utb st. 

Bnnch Na 6 IlUnoU meu ind and 4th Sun¬ 
day. ot web month at Frank Lan.'i. u; W. 
Uth tumt, comer JetCenon atreet Sacratary, 
rani HlaiMcka, XVi Ruble atreeL 
Branch * (Oermanl. Chtca.D, meetH every 
Orel end third Baturday erenlns at I u'cluck at 
Ba.l‘e Hall. &K Blue leland avenue, near ISth 
rtreet. 

IBOIANA. 

Branch No. t. Indiana, meete drat Saturday 
ennin. and Ird Sunday afternoon of each 
month at Raichweln's Hall, comer Market 
and Noble itreete. Indlanapolle. 

MARVUiNO. 

Branch No. 1. Maryland, meeta every Sunday 
at I p. m.. at Carpenter's Ball, (M E. Baltimore 
•treet. Public Invltod. 

Branch No. 2, Baltimore, Md., meete every 
Monday ut i p. m., at 111 W. Oeniuui St. Secre- 
lanTPrank Mare^ 14M N. day St. 

MASSAC HUSETTS. 

Branch i, Holyoke, Maes., meets second and 
fourth Monday Ot each month at Sprlnsdule 
Turner Hall. Orsanlser, H. SchllchUn., !i) 
Jamea street. 

Branch 6. Lyniv Man., iMrmanent headquar¬ 
ter! B Bummer St., nwr Market St., buslnssa 
meetlns every Monday nlsht at p. m. Open 
houee. Public Invited. E. W. Timson, B Albany 
8 l. Fin. 8ec.-Treaa. 

•treat, BL Uiula. 

Branch No. t. Brockton, meets the let and 
Srd Tueed a y of each month Cor bualneai. In Cut- 
tjr'e HalL Clark's Block, Cor. Main and Center 
■treeti. Secretary, Frank S. WalMi, No. m IV. 
Elm etreet. 

Branch H, MasBachueett*—East Boston— 
meeu every Monday at 8 p. m. at W Chelan at. 
A. L. Sweeney, 181 Webeter at.. Sec. 

Branch No. 9. Maenebusetta. Brockton.— 
Meeta firat and third Tueaday each month fur 
bualnen. In Cutler'a hall. Clark's Block, cor. 
Main and Center streets. Secretary, Frank S. 
Walah, BI W. Elm stmt: 

Branch SI, Chelaea. Mas.,, meete every 
Thursday at S p. m., room postofflce bulld- 
tas. Chelsea. Alfred B. Outram. sec., 72 Ash 
etresL 

The Maaaachuaetts State Committee meets the 
first Saturday of each month at 7:30 p. m. at 
1943 Waahlnston street. Boston. All coromunl- 
eatloiu and moneys Intended for the Masnehu- 
aetta State Committee should be sent to the 
S^retary, Marsaret Halle. 6 Glenwuod at., Rox- 
hury. 

MINSKSOTA 

Branch 1, Red L.ake Falls. Mliin., meets ev¬ 
ery other Sunday In real eatate office of. Fred 
Gessweln. on Main stlwet. Wm. H. Randall, 
sec. 

St Louie hndquarters—Room 7, S2 No. 
Fourth St Address all communlcatloiu to 
£. Val. Putnam, Secretary. For Information 
concernlnff ward branches Inquire at the above 
address. 

St. Louie Central Branch composed of all 
members In the city, meets every Srd Sunday 
afternoon, 1:30 p. m., at Aachenbroedel Hall. 
4M Marshall St Lecture and general discus¬ 
sion St every, meeting. Public invited. 

Branch 7, Mleeourl, meets every Tuesday at 
8 p. m. at 1300 Union ave., Kansas City. G. J. 
Stora, 1330 W. 9th etreet. Sec. 

NEW YORK. 

Branch 10 (4 Au'n Diet, N. Y.), meete ev¬ 
ery 1st and Srd Wednesday of the month, at 
the rooms of The Voice of Labor. 107 Henry 
St Jacob Panken, 141 E. Broadway, Org. 

East Side Branch. No. 1, New York, meeta 
every let and Srd Thursday at 112 Clinton at. 
Secretary, A. Ouyer. 163 Suffolk st. 

Branch 3. New Y'ork (24th Assembly District) 
meeta every 2nd and 4th Monday of the month 
at 2M E. Mth st L. Funcke, 239 E. filth st.. 
Bsc. 

Branch No. 10 (4th Asa. Dlst) New York, 
meets every second and fourth Friday of each 
month at the Club Rooms of the "Voice of La¬ 
bor," at 1(}7-Henry street. Nicholas Rosenauer. 
Secretary, 331 Madison street 
Branch 12. Brooklyn. N. Y. Headquarters 
Social Demncratlc Party. 251 Rutledge street, 
meete every Sd Thursday at 8:1S snarp. All 

K rsona Interested In eoctallsm and. the Social 
mocratic Party are Invited to attend these 
nwetlnge and co-operate with us In organising 
local branches In every district In the dty. 
Wnt Butscher, 2S1 Rutledge St., Secretary. 

Branch No. 20, New York (28 Assembly Dis¬ 
trict) meeta lat and Srd Thuradaya of each 
month at Faulhaber'a Hall, ISfil Second ave¬ 
nue. New York City. Secretary. R. Hoppe, 222 
E. 80th street. 

The City Central Agitation Committee of 
Greater New York and vldnlty -meeU second 
and fourth Saturdays of each month at lOT For¬ 
syth etreet. In the Social Democratic League 
roonu. Alex. Kahn. 118 Broome 8L, secretary. 
OHIO. 

Branch No. 2, Ohio, Cleveland, meeta In Ohl- 
seida Hall, 86 York atreet, second and fourth 
Sundayi, at 2 p. m. Lectures, discuselons, bus¬ 
iness meeting, first and third Fridays at 8 
p. m. 

PENNSY’L VANIA. 

Branch 2, Ehie, Pa., meeta every Sunday aft¬ 
ernoon st^ of L. Hall. 718 Slate etreet. Chair¬ 
man, Chaa. Heydtick; secretary. Oeo. B. I^lrd, 
22S W. Bth street. 

Branch No. 4. Pltuburg. Pa.. meeU every 
Thursday evening at 7:20 p. m.. Funk Hall. 
South 24th and Joaepblne sta. Pmldent. W. 
Bohn. 144 Addleon it. Secretary, J. H. Lesris, 
SOI Jana st. 

Branch No. S (Jawlah) of Pennsylvania mnta 
every Fiiilay at 814 Boutb Third street. Phila¬ 
delphia. at 7:10. Dlscunlon from 8 to 9. J. 
Oearson, Secretary. 

WIBOONBIH. 

Branch No. 1. Milwaukee, meeta every second 
and fourth Thursday evening of the month at the 
Ethical Bodety Building, w Jeflferson st. Vis¬ 
itors always welcome. Howard Tuttle, chair¬ 
man; Eugane H. Rooney, secretary. 

Branch No. 2, MUsraukn. meeU every second 
and fourth Saturday In Ontke's Hall, onnier 
Green Bay and Concordia; ave. 

Branch i Sbehoygao. Wla, meeu every fourth 
Thursday of the month at Gustav Burgard's 
Hall on Pennsylvania avsnus. R. Sohosn, 8. 
13th street. secreUry-tresfurer. 

Branch No. 4, Milwaukn, meeU evsryflrst and 
third Friday nch month at Muoller'sHall. cor¬ 
ner Twenty-third and Brown stmts. Oaorge 
Moerschel, Secretary, 778 Twenty-fifth stmt. 

Branch 9. MUsraukea mnts enry four^ Fri¬ 
day. of the month at R. Slgel s Hall. B. S. cor¬ 
ner Orchard stmt and 9th aveaua Beorstary. 
Frad Brockbaussn, 781 Wladlaks avsnua 
Branch 12. Mllwaukes. mnM every first and 
third Thursday of nr* month at I^terleui 
hall. 717 Center stmt, at t p. m. John Koepfer. 
secretary. 

MUwaukee Ontral Commlttn of the BodsI 
Democratic Party ot America meeu on the 
first Monday of each month at 8 p. rm sharp at 
No. na Bast Water stmt. Eugene H. Rooney. 
Secreury; John Doerner. Treaeurer. 


Branch Notes 

Lawn parties are proving a great suc¬ 
cess with the comrades at Brockton and 
vicinity. 

'Thei crowds that attend Social Demo¬ 
cratic (meetings, in the East are si*ges- 
tive reminders to representatives of the 
older parties that a new political force 
has spning up, one that cannot be ig- 


Comrade Frcderiiic O. MacCartney, 
of Rockland, Mass., is dcHng excellent 
work for the party, and as a clear and 
logical speaker is in demand. 

,Bto<^lcton responds to San Francisco 
with the organization of a new branch 
of tried and experienced comrades; and 
St. Louis, not to be outdone in these 
stirring times, reports a new branch 
added to its list. All indications point 
to a re^rkable movement in the early 
fall which will be maintained through 
the winter. 

Tliere is cause for great encourage¬ 
ment to the members of the Social 
Democratic party in the weekly addi¬ 
tion of new branches to our list, com¬ 
prising in their membership the con¬ 
vinced Soinalist and wide-awake propa¬ 
gandist Brooklyn reports the institu¬ 
tion of a new branch, with a good char¬ 
ter list, and officers as follows: Chair¬ 
man, Diedrich Steffen; vice-chairman. 
Michael Klueg; secretary, John Lang; 
treasurer, Aug. Joos; organizer, Chas. 
Schaible. 

Tliis branch will meet every I'ritlay 
evening at 8 o’clock at its headquarters. 
Lobelenz’s Mozart Mannerchol Hall. 
1.14 Wyckoff avenue, and all persons 
wishing to affiliate with them are wel¬ 
come ajid invited to attend. 


Rockville, Conn. 

Branch 6 of the Social Democratic 
party resolved in regard to the propa- 
gamJa fund to systematically collect 
weekly among its members for the ne.vt 
six months, and thinks other branches 
should follow the example. An English 
branch of thirteen members was organ¬ 
ized here last Thursday. July 13, by 
Comrade William J. Brown, of Hart¬ 
ford. of which you will hear something 
soon. . ' R. 


Slliiers Stand Firm 

Evansville is not dead; neither is slu 
sleeping. A new branch was organized 
up town a few tlays ago, with seven 
members, and at its second meeting, Iasi 
week, took in twelve new ones. We 
hope before the winter is over to have 
an organization in every ward in the city 
and in each of tlie smaller towns of the 
country. The strike among the coal 
miners here is having a tendency to 
make people think. Tlie mining situa¬ 
tion here in the [xx'kct has been in a 
chaotic condition for years, during all 
of which time the condition of theimin- 
ers has been growing steadily worse. 
They have Voted for hrst one old party 
and then another, in the vain hope of in 
some way bettering tlieir condition. At 
last, however, after all these years ot in¬ 
justice and suffering, the "worm has 
turned." They have been out for nearly 
three months, now, and 1 do not believe 
there was ever a coal strike in this coun¬ 
try where the miners have conducted 
themselves in a more law-abiding, intel¬ 
ligent and straightforward manner than 
they have" here (luring this long struggle 
for justice and living wages. Not a' 
union miner has deserted the ranks, not 
one has faltered, and they stand today, 
shoulder to shoulder, as firm in their de¬ 
mands as on that bright .■Vpril morning 
when they first laid down their tools. 

.-\s union laI)or and the Social Demo¬ 
cratic party go hand in hand, so a vic¬ 
tory of the miners will strengthen the 
cause of Sociarism.^ Miners and the 
people generally are Ijeginning to recog¬ 
nize. however, that the only permanent 
solution of the mining problem is for 
the government to own and operate the 
mines for the benefit of the people. Tlie 
Social IJemocratic Party of America 
stands for social ownership, and as such 
it is bound to draw the support of those 
people who favor justice, peace and 
plenty above all things. 

Evansville, Ind. C. W. Hewitt. 


Active at Brooklyn 

The third of our series of open air 
meetings was held last Saturday even- 
ing, July 15, within the shadows of the 
municipal buildings at City Hall, and 
was equally as successful as the previous 
ones held at the old stand. 

Comrades James Allman and Living 
S. Roney were the principal speakers, 
who addressed a good sized audience, 
sprinkled here and there with a few 
Democratic politicians, who could not 
refrain from coming over and listening 
to the eloquent and Ic^cal speeches of 
our comrades. We hope the seed has 
fallen amongst good ground and may 
bring forth an abundance of fruit. 

Thirteen "Merrie Englands" and thirty 
Heralds were sold and several names 
secured of persons who are interested 
and want to learn more about socialism. 
We shall keep in touch with them and 
hope to have them within our ranks in 
the near future. 

Brooklyn is going into the camp^gn 
this election in two or three districts, 
and while we do not expect to Haver- 
hillize things here, we hope to make a 
showing which will be creditable to thd 
comrades doing the work and ^e party 
at large. 

Next Friday evening. July 21, another 
branch of the Social Democratic party 
will be org;anized, same to be composed 
of German comrades, from whom much 
can be expected next election. 

This will give us five branches in this 
borough, and as the good wwlcgoes on 
we shall give an accounting in The Her¬ 
ald. Little Willie. 

Brookhn, N. Y.. July ao. 


Steady Galna at Brockton 

Branch 9 has been very busy since my 
last letter and 1 will try to sift our do¬ 
ings (lown to the point that will be of 
general interest to the comrades. We 
have found it almost impossible to do 
all our business in two meetings a 
month, so we have decided to meet once 
a week. 

Our city committee is rapidly gaining 
a degree of efficiency that is surprising 
and we have good reason to expect a 
superb organization by election time. 
That we are gaining the attention of the 
public of this place is evidenced by the 
fact that hardly a day passes but both 
newspapers have a bulletin of our doings 
in their windows, and men are asking 
themselves, Where it is going to end? 

We know that it will end only with 
the co-operative commonwealth. 

The formation of a new branch at 
Campello has occupied a good deal of 
our attention the past two meetings, and 
having defined very clearly the position 
of both branches when formed, so that 
there may be no trouble in the future, 
we are about to form a branch there 
that will be a credit to the city and the 
party in general. 

Comrade Blum, one of our enthusi¬ 
astic and earnest workers, arranged for 
a lawn party at his home, and none of 
us who knew him doubted him when he 
said it was going to be a success; but 
neither he nor any of us imagined it 
would be the great success it was. 

Five hundred people were in attend¬ 
ance on Saturday evening, July 15,. with 
the result that that many people en¬ 
joyed themselves every minute they 
were there, and the Social Democratic 
|)arty gained many votes. 

(Jn Sunday, the i6th, a large delega¬ 
tion went to yuincy, where a large out¬ 
door meeting had been planned, but un¬ 
fortunately it rained nearly all day. But 
though the rain spoiled the propaganda 
work of the meeting, the comrades had 
a nice time, and all speak m the highest 
terms of the hospitality oi Comrade and 
Mrs. I-amh ami the other Quincy com¬ 
rades. 

The hand is receiving nothing hut 
words of praise on all sides for its ex¬ 
cellent work, and Comrade Cox, the 
leader, assures us that it will be uni¬ 
formed by September. The bicycle club 
is steadily gaining in membership and 
will immediately begin its propaganda 
work. It has a bugler second to none in 
Comrade Co.x; it will have a pennant 
that will surely be second to none, for 
Comrade Mrs. Laj'well, of Whitman, who 
is making it, is not in favor of having 
the Social Democratic party second in 
anything, and when it starts on a run 
with socialist literature strapped to each 
wheel, there is liable to be some wiser 
people in whatever towns they pass 
through. 

And last, hut not least, I will chronicle 
our second open air meeting. When 
3,c>oo people turned out to hear Com¬ 
rade Chase, we thought it was partly 
owing to the fact that he was Mayor 
L'hase, of Haverhill. But fully as many 
people turned out to hear Comrade 
.MacCartney, of Rockland, and on all 
sides nothing but praise was heard for 
the truly grand address he made. These 
two meetings have demonstrated beyond 
(|ucstion that the people of this city are 
very niuch interested in our principles, 
for they all stay until everything is over 
and then gather in knots and discuss the 
(|uestion. 

Comrade MacCartney made an ad- 
ilress that will rank with the best, both 
at this meeting and at the lawn p .rty, 
and when the new time comes he will 
stand in the foremost ranks with those 
who have sacrificed for this great cause. 

Brockton, Mass. C. H. Coulter. 


Maryliind’s Btute Ticket 

The three branches of the Social 
Den)CKratic party in Baltimore met in 
joint session on .Monday, July 17, and 
nominated the following state and city 
ticket: 

F'or Governor—Levin T. Jones. 

For Comptroller—Jos. C. Fowler. 

F'or Attorney General — Charles B. 
Backman. 

F'or Judge Court of Appeals—E. H. 
Wenzel. 

F'or Sheriff—J. J. Carter. 

For Clerk City Court—Samuel R. An- 
gel. 

The meeting was largely attended 
and in spite of the excessive warm 
weJffher much enthusiasm prevailed. It 
is the general opinion that a good vote 
will be poUed. A fuTT legislative ticket 
will be nomiilated at an early date. 

The ‘‘referendumites,” or, more eu¬ 
phoniously speaking, the Union Reform 
party, held a conference in Baltin.’ore on 
July 19, at the Hotel Lexington, and de¬ 
cided to call a convention for the pur¬ 
pose of nominating a state ticket. ^ 
there will be no dearth of tickets in 
Maryland this fall. At night, after the 
conference, R. S. Thompson, of the 
executive btjard of the Union Reform 
party, addressed a meeting on the plaza. 
Although this meeting was widely ad¬ 
vertised, the papers all devoting con¬ 
siderable space to the conference and to 
the meeting, and notices mailed to all 
the “reformers” in town and out of town, 
single taxers, free silverites. prohibition¬ 


ists, etc., yet there was barely a hundred 
present. The speakers made the usual 
arguments for the "referendum,” laying 
great stress upon the idea that the peo¬ 
ple and not l»rty would rule. Forget¬ 
ting that parties are but the political ex¬ 
pression of definite material interests, 
and that as long as classes with different 
material interests exist, just so long will 
"parties” and party government exist. 
In fact, the referendum is only prac¬ 
ticable in a classless and intelligent com¬ 
munity. Only in the co-operative com¬ 
monwealth will it find its fruition. 

This new organization will not dis¬ 
turb the Social Democratic party, yet 
its appearance renders timely the articles 
in The Herald on the "referendum." 

Wm. A. Toole. 


Quincy, Mass. 

Branch No. 21, Quincy, Mass., con¬ 
tinues to increase in membership. Com¬ 
rades are using their best ^orts to 
make this branch one of the largest in 
this vicinity, and while they are con¬ 
gratulating each other on the success of 
their branch they manifest the keenest 
interest in the general advance being 
made in all parts of the world. 

Many of the comrades are able coun¬ 
selors and all are working in harmony 
to build up the cause of Social Democ¬ 
racy. 

The mt^'tings held on the l8th ult. and 
ytli inst. were the most interesting since 
we organized. A spirited debate on the 
.second demand of the platform of the 
S. D. P. was taken part in by different 
mcnil)ers, and it is now proposed to hold 
(later on) a series of open debates on 
social and economic subjects. 

Tl)e following officers were elected to 
serve till March, 1900: 

Chairman—Phillip J. Halvose. 

Vice Chairnian—Karl \V'. I^iaf. 

Secretary-Treasurer—J. A. L.amh. 

I'inancial Secretary—Wm. Frye. 1 

Comrade Halvose is an able presiding i 
officer and commands the respect of the ■ 
entire community. 

-•\l the last meeting, held on the Jnd 
inst.. the subject for (lehatc was the city : 
owiiership of the electric light plant. 

Comrades Xorrie and FVye made able ' 
pleas for city ownership, giving figures ' 
whieli prove that cities pay to private j 
corporations double the amount for their ; 
lights than the cost to cities owning i 
their own jdants. I 

The opposition, although on the tin- i 
Jiopular side, showed their ahilitv to 
serve as corporation lawyers by working 
up a skillful defense of private owner¬ 
ship. I!ut the comrades unanimously 
declared in favor of public ownership. 

Richards. 
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Conference KecoiiinieiulatioiiM 

1 wish to say a few words to the com¬ 
rades throughout the countrv in relation 
to the recommendations of'tlie confer¬ 
ence committee which met at Chicago 
July 6. Let me .say. first of all. that 
what I am about to say is not intended 
to he a criticism of tile action of the 
eonferenee. in the lault-fiiidiiig sense, 
although 1 do criticise some of those 
;ietions as being ill ailvised. i'Vom the 
first 1 did not believe in having this con¬ 
ference take place, and opposed it on 
the grounds that it was a useless ex¬ 
penditure of money. Evidently others 
thought the same, as is shown by their 
absence from the conference, hut'this is 
of no jiarticular consequence now. The 
conference met and made certain recom¬ 
mendations to he referred to a referen¬ 
dum vote, and these are what I wish to 
discuss before they are voted upon. The 
first article, relating to the constitution. 

1 shall not discuss at any great length. 
It is sufficient to state that 1 do not con¬ 
sider our iiresent constitution fit for use, 
even until the next convention. The 
comrades in Massachusetts have given 
some considerable time to the solution 
of the constitution problem, and finally 
drew up what we considered to be a suit¬ 
able constitution. We were guided by 
our past experience in the Socialist 
movement, and suggested such changes 
in the present constitution as were 
prompted by our experience. These 
changes that were suggested are abso¬ 
lutely necessarj' to a constitution that 
will be suitable for such a party as ours. 
This was forwarded to the national 
executive committee, and while I am not 
finding fault with them for not publish¬ 
ing or adopting it and referring it to the 
branches, yet I think it would have been 
better for the conference committee to 
have adopted the changes and referre(l 
it to the general vote. 

As to the second article, I agree with 
eliminating "The Demands for F'arm- 
ers” from the platform. I was against 
its adoption and have always believed it 
to be out of place in our platform, not 
because I believe it to be partitnilarly 
unscientific, so far as the proposition in 
itself is concerned, but because I do be¬ 
lieve it to be unscientific and unwise to 
make any special plea for any spiecial 
class. It may not te unscientific to say 
to the fanner that we have got a panacea 
(or his particular malady, ajtd that we 
are making a specialty of his case; but 
in my opinion it would be no more un¬ 
scientific to say the same to the brew¬ 
ers. the hatters, shoemakers, drummers, 
or any other of the long list of trades, 
professions or callings. We assert that 
land and capital shall be owned by Ay- 
cicty, and administered in the interest of ’ 
all. It seems to me that it should be 
sufficient argument to convince all. 
whether thev be farmers, shoemakers. 


hatters, doctors, or what not. The farm¬ 
er is no more entitled'to special atten¬ 
tion than are the millions of wage work¬ 
ers^ in other walks of life. These farm¬ 
ers’ demands do nothing but harm in 
Massachusetts and other industrial 
states. Half of our time is taken up m 
explaining what it means, which is all 
^rown away, when we could be using it 
in discussing the questions that are of 
more vital importance to the people of 
the east We know what to say to our 
people who feel the yoke of slavery in 
the mill and factory, without special 
mention of them in our platform. It 
seems reasonable to suppose that the 
Socialists of the South and West would 
be able to place the truths of Socialism 
before their people in a convincing man¬ 
ner w'ithout a plank in our party plat¬ 
form for their special benefit. Let us be 
consistent. If it is good in one instance 
it is good in all, and we should have a 
platform that will fill every inch of space 
in Tile Herald, a platform with planks 
for this one and that one, until we have 
told them all, of whatever calling thev 
may he, that we are looking after their 
particular ills. By all means eliminate it 
from the platform, comrades. 

In regard to the time and place of 
holding the next convention, I have 
nothing to say, except that Indianapolis 
is a long way for the Massachusetts 
comrades to walk, which they will be 
obliged to do in order to get there if the 
basis of representation as recommeniled 
by the conference be adopted. This 
brings me to the question which prompts 
this letter. I did not intend to inflict 
upon the comrades the above remarks 
when I started out, but somehow I could 
not hold myself in. I do not think that 
the proposed basis of representation is 
the right one. I have no doubt what¬ 
ever as to the good intentions of the 
comrades at the conference in recom¬ 
mending this form of representation. 
Tlrey were^undoubtcdly actuated by the 
spirit of democracy, and the Jonging for 
a large convention. Tliis form will prove 
a failure in both instances. The conven¬ 
tion will be neither democratic nor well 
attended, for the reason that there is not 
one per cent of the branches that will be 
able to send one delegate to Indian¬ 
apolis, to say nothing about sending 
three or four, as some of them would be 
entitled to send, on the basis of one 
delegate to every fifty members. It 
would he. undemocratic to a dangerous 
extent, .simply because of the fact that 
the greater miinher of brauches that are 
entitled to d^elegates being far away and 
without money, will he unable to' send 
delegates, and the convention will be 
niade up of delegates from the imme¬ 
diate vicinity of Indianapolis. Every 
branch in existence, or tliat may come 
into existence, in the vicinity of Indian¬ 
apolis, will he represented, and will have 
control of the convention. While this 
may not l)e particularly dangerous .at 
this time, it is a criminal precedent to 
establish. 

I have seen too much of this in other 
organizations, where conventions have 
been packed and stampeded by those 
who were interested in controlling the 
actions of the delegates. 

IF) time will come when self-seeking 
politicians will attempt to control our 
conventiotis. Some crowd will attenipt 
to shape the policy of the party in such a 
manner that their own ends may be fur¬ 
thered. To do this, bogus branches can 
be instituted at short notice. I am not 
speaking thus, because 1 fear that such 
a thing will happen at the present time. 

I am looking into the future. To start 
wrong is to remain wrong a long time 
and perhaps forever. I do not wish to 
see Indiana or Massachusetts or any 
other state control the next or any future 
convention. So long as we are a small 
party, and poor financially, we will be 
unable to get a representative conven¬ 
tion by branch. representation. I be¬ 
lieve, and I speak from experience, that 
far better and more democratic results 
would lie attained by representation by 
statc^ Entitle each state to so many 
delegates, the delegates to be elected by 
the state branches, the number to be 
such that each state can send its full 
quota of delegates. Judging from what 
I know of the party and its resources in 
Massachusetts, I should say that five 
delegates to a state would be about the 
right number. We would have, in my 
opinion, more delegates present at the 
convention in this way than we would 
by branch representation, and the voice 
of the convention would be the voice of 
the country, and not any one section 
of it. 

There is another feature, also, to be 
considered, and that is the waste of 
money involved if the scheme proposed 
by the conference is adopted and each 
branch sends delegates. There would 
be enough money paid out in railroad 
fares and other expenses to keep an or¬ 
ganizer in the field for months in each 
state where we have an organization.' 
This is the most important matter that 
could engage our attention at this time. 
We should expend all of our energies 
and money in organizing between now 
and 1900. Think it over well, comrades, 
and put your work in where it will count 
best. I hope the branches will see the 
logic of this argument and vote against 
branch representation. John C. C hase. 
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dead, and every sweet, luuelfish act is 
now a perfumed flower. • • * There 
was, there is, no gentler, stronger, man¬ 
lier man.” 

In the same oration he said: “He 
who sleeps here, when dying, mistaking 
the approach of death for the return of 
health, whispered witli his latest breath, 
‘1 am better now.’ Let us believe, in 
spite of doubts and dogmas, of fears and 
tMrs, that these dear words are true of 
all the countless dead.” 

W’hat a strange and beautiful coinci¬ 
dence that his own latest words were the 
same as those of his brother! Asked by 
his devoted wife how he felt, he answered 
with a smile, "Oh, better!’ and in the 
same second his great sou! winged its 
way to the farther shore. He died as he 
wished to die, and again his own words 
must be quoted: "When the duties of 
■ fife have a!l been nobly done; when the 
sun touches the horizon; when the pur¬ 
ple twilight falls upon the past, the pres¬ 
ent and the future—then, surrounded by 
kindred anti by friends, death comes like 
a strain of music. TTie day has been 
long, the road weary, and the traveler 
gladly stops at the welcome inn.” 

For twenty-three years it has been my 
privilege to know Colonel Ingersoll, and 
the announcement of his sudden death is 
so touching and shocking to me that I 
can hardly bring myself to realize the 
awful calamity. Like thousands of oth¬ 
ers who personally knew Colonel Inger¬ 
soll, I loved him as if he had been my 
elder brother. He was, without doubt, 
the most lovable character, the tenderest 
and greatest soul I have ever known. 
His heart went out to all who suffered- 
and his pur.sc went with it. Scores of in¬ 
cidents of his sympathetic, generous nat¬ 
ure eatnc under my own observation, 
though he was extremely modest and 
gave without ostentation. ' He used both 
hands in scattering his benefactions, but 
always, when [wssible, in secret. 

A young woman once called at his of¬ 
fice in New York. Her father had been 
rich, but failed. She was a member of 
an influential church, but her friends de¬ 
serted her. The church authorities 
"promised" repeatedly to see what could 
be done for her. At last she went to In¬ 
gersoll and told her story. He gave her 
a $20 gold piece and requested her to 
call at the same hour the next day. She 
was there at the appointed time, and was 
then informed that arrangements had 
been made to give her a course of in¬ 
struction in stenography and typewrit¬ 
ing; that all the expense incident thereto 
had been paid, and that in the meantime 
any means she would require would be 
Jurnished her, and, furthermore, that 
when she had completed her course a 
position at a good salary awaited her. 

Such incidents of kindness to the dis¬ 
tressed and help to the needy might be 
multiplied indefinitely, for Colonel In- 
gersoll’s whole life was replete with them 
and they constitute a religion compared 
with which all creeds and dogmas be¬ 
come meaningless and empty phrases. 

The Ingersoll home.in Xew York is a 
true type of a rational conception of 
heaven. Four generations dwell to¬ 
gether there, and within that charmed 
circle Love has autocratic sway. In my 
visits to this sweet home 1 felt as if I had 
become an inhabitant of a new world. 
Such kindness and such gentleness! And 
never a harsh word .nor an unkind 
thought. The colonel was, of course, 
the central figure in the beautiful group. 
How eagerly all, waited for his home¬ 
coming, and how he was surrounded 
and embraced when he camel He was 
at once husband, father, brother, lover, 
companion and friend, and in each rela¬ 
tion his life was truly ideal. I can see 
the picture yet, and it will remain in 
memory’s gallery forever. 

The home he filled with love and light 
is now dark, indeed. The very soul has 
gone out from it, and where but a few 
hours ago there was song and laughter, 
there is now grief and lamentation be¬ 
yond the power of all language to ex¬ 
press. The hearts of millions throb sym¬ 
pathetically with the stricken ones in 
their awful bereavement. 

To paraphrase Victor Hugo, in his 
estimate of \ oltaire, "There has died a 
man. He died immortal.” The name 
of Robert G. Ingersoll is in the pantheon 
of the world. .More than any other- who 
ever lived, he destroyed religious super¬ 
stition. Like an electrierstorm, he puri¬ 
fied the religious atmosphere. With 
dauntless courage and transcendant abil¬ 
ity he applied himself to his mission and 
won an immortality of gratitude and 
glory. 

He was the Shakespeare of oratory— 
the greatest the world has ever known. 
Henry Ward Beecher called him “'nie 
Golden-mouthed American,” and once 
said of him: “Robert Ingersoll is the 
most brilliant speaker of the English 
language on the globe.” 

• His metaphor was marvelous. Here 
is a specimen, of which there are hun¬ 
dreds in his writings, equal to Shake¬ 
speare: “Wit is the lightning'of the 
soul.” Speaking of the Bard of Avon, in 
a strain of ptietic rapture he said: “From 
his brain there poured a Niagara of 
gems.” 

Robert G. Ingersoll lived and died far 
in advance of his time. He wrought 
nobly for the transformation of this earth 
into a habitable globe, and long after the 
last echo of detraction has been silenced 
his name will be loved and honored and 
his fame will shine resplendent, for his 
immortality is fixed and glorious. 

Eugene V. Debs. 


WHAT IS THERE IN 
THE MONEY QUESTION 


Here, then, we have another square 
contradiction from our friend. He 
praises the single gold standard in one 
paragraph and then in another repu¬ 
diates the gold coin as next to worthless, 
for the very good reason that it does not 
circulate in the channels of legitimate 
business and industry. 

1 am glad that my comrade does stum¬ 
ble on to some vital truths. 

Next, let us analyze the affirmation 
that "gold is the standard of all civilized 
countries of the world." There are a 
good many nations of people whose 
money systems are not "gold standard,” 
but my opponent would , class them as 
"heathen.” Let me suggest that, in pro- 
Ijortion as England's money lords nave 
"persuaded”-the so-called "heathen” na¬ 
tions to adopt the single gold standard, 
in that proportion have the people of- 
those countries been plundered of their 
wealth and have descended low-er in the 
scales of morality and poverty. What is 
the basic fact which has caused a num¬ 
ber of important nations to adopt the 
single gold standard of payment since 
the marked increase of silver production 
which began a quarter of a century ago? 
I answer, the master hand of selfish, de¬ 
ceptive diplomacy on the part of so- 
called ’ English -statesmen, inspired by 
the great security holders of tluit king¬ 
dom, of which the Rothschilds are the 
liead, and the dominating "power be¬ 
hind the throne.” 

Billions of bonds are held by them 
which w-ere originally purchased under 
a lower standard, and then, by adopting 
the single gold standard (always to bene¬ 
fit the "deail common people,” you 
know-), doubling and trebling the price 
of the bonds and the monetary unit. A 
mighty sleek way to create millionaires 
by "be it enacted.” 

The tragic history of the financial leg¬ 
islation of this country since and during 
the war, including the suspension of the 
coinage of the silver dollar, is Unparal¬ 
leled in monstrosity and robbery-, and it 
w as enacted through bribery and corrup¬ 
tion on the part of foreign and native 
security holders, whose bonds, etc., w-ere 
qua(irupled in e.xchangc value and mar¬ 
ket |)rice through legislative acts alone. 
Let me express the hope that Mr. La- 
doff will study this history. It will be 
a revelation to him. It w-ill open his 
eyes. It consists of nearly half a score 
of acts of vital degree, and a number of 
lesser ones. The infliction of the single 
gold standard was the final act, and the 
present unparalleled concentration ol 
wealth in a few hands is the fruit of this 
financial legislation. It began in 1862 
and embraces: 

1. Tlie e.xccpiion clause on the green¬ 
back. 1862. 

2. The national bank act, 1864. 

3. Tlie acts oi 1865 and 1866, author¬ 
izing the secretary of the treasury to e.\- 
change uniaxed interest-bearing bonds 
for greenbacks, and cremate the people’s 
money, so as to compel them to_ borrow- 
notes of the bankers at high rates oi 
compound interest. 

4. The so-called "credit strengthen¬ 
ing" act of 1869, repudiating the original 
contract with the bondholder, changing 
the wording to "coin” instead of "any 
lawful money,” adding $400,000,000 to 
the wealth of the bondholders. 

5. The refunding act of 1870, chang¬ 
ing the old bonds for a new issue (at 
great expense to the pwple), which new 
issue specifically stipulated that they 
were payable in "coin" (gold or silver). 

6. The stealthy assassination of the 
silver dollar, 1873. 

7. The "resumption act” of 1875. 

8. The ftflmal declaration of the sin¬ 
gle gold standard. 

In concluding No. 2 contribution on 
this vital subject, let me quote the words 
of Hon. Oliver P. Morton on the floor 
of Congress in 1870 (I believe it was), 
after the passage of the said act of repu¬ 
diation (No. 4): 

“There is gathered around the capitol 
of this nation a gang of miserable stock¬ 
jobbers, with no more conscience than 
pirates, and they have successfully thun¬ 
dered at these doors until they have 
driven this government into the most 
preposterous acts of bad faith and legal- 
izetl robbery that ever cursed a free na¬ 
tion of people since the dawn of history.” 

A terrific but righteous arraignment 
of the arch conspirators, whom my com¬ 
rade has unw-ittingly defended. 

My next will give some testimony 
from another congressman, relative to 
silver tiemonetization, as w-ell as some 
most damaging and conclusive testi¬ 
mony from other sources, and will also 
notice the claim made by Comrade L. 
as to "stability” of gold. The fact is. it 
has l>een the most unstable of all the 
forms of our legal tender money. 

Salem, O. • Charles Bonsall. 


6REATER NEW YORK 

ATTENTION 


{Concluded from page 1.) 
parted with.” (? 1 ) What a beautiful 
bunch of definitions! How one and the 
same thing may be at the same time an 
instrument and a function is known only 
to Mr. B., and he alone knows the 
meaning of the definition “certificate,” 
etc.' One -thing is, however, certain, 
namely, that there is no money in these 
definitions, and that they do nof define 
it. .\s the conclusion of his article Mr. 
B. somewhat sententiously remarks: 

man can be a full grown scientific 
-Socialist without understanding the 
true (read “silverplatedl”) science of 
money.’’ But where does my esteemed 
opiKment get his “science of money”? 
Hoes he study .-Vdam Smith, Ricardo, 
Karl .\larx, Kautsky — recognized au¬ 
thorities of political economy or scien¬ 
tific socialism? Oh; no! His sources 
oi information are “little pamphlets” of 
irresptjnsible hired scribblers of cam¬ 
paign truth and the ignorant babbling 
of a lawyer, “Judge Joe Tiffany." He 
assumes that these authorities are "ab¬ 
solutely (?!) unassailable" and then 
threatens to "deduce some economic 
principles therefrom” in his next article. 
He wants to prove among other things 
that the gold standard "is quite unso- 
eialistic.” Mr. B. could-just as well de- 
iliict "some economic principles” from 
the sayings of circus clow-ns and try- to 
prove that tw6 times two equal four.. 

Mr. B. is also of the opinion {that 
"Congress could demonetize both >!Old 
and silver,” introduce fiat money, and 
(lerform many other tricks and miracles. 
(Jl holy simplicity! There is the silver- 
plated socialism of Mr. B. in a nutshell, 
with the muddy campaign cesspool of 
falsified "science of money” for a bible, 
16 to I for a dogma, and boundless faith 
in the miracle working power of legisla¬ 
tion. Mr. Bryan not only promises to 
"legislate out” gold and "legislate in” 
silver; he will also, if elected president, 
"legislate away” trusts, department 
stores, expansion, the protective tariff, 
tornadoes and kissing bugs. Therefore, 
.Social Democrats, vote for Bryan, the 
sdver-tongued boy orator, colonel and 
>talesman! Hurrah! I. Ladoff. 

Milw-aukee, Wis. 

If .Mr. Ladoff or any other man dis¬ 
sents from the fundamental proposition 
laid dow n in my first article, that "money 
is the creation of law- and not of nature,” 
1 trust the proof that money is a product 
of nature will be forthcoming at once, 
because that would settle the contro¬ 
versy, so far as I am concerned. 

Let me now- quote tw-o more affirma¬ 
tions from Comrade Ladoff's treatise 
which contradict each other: 

In your issue of July 8 he reaffirms 
the stereotyped declarations of the credit 
mongers, the security holders, who are 
.selfishly interested in maintaining dear 
money and cheap labor and products, in 
the following language: 

"The now existing gold standard has 
many advantages. (l) It is the standard 
of ail civilized countries of the world. 
(2) Tlie price of gold is comparatively 
stable, and (3) the great proportion of 
that metal used in the arts counteracts 
its fall in value as a commodity in con¬ 
sequence of increased production.” 

Then, in the same paper, he declares 
this: 

"According to the assertions of the sil- 
verites there is too little money in the 
country. But this is not true.' There is 
plenty of money in the United States. 
The trouble is not in the quantity of 
money, but in the circulation. Money in 
circubtion is the life of trade, not the 
idle, hoarded money. One dollar in 
rapid circulation is bound to do more 
good to trade than thousands of dollars 
hidden in a safe. Money that does not 
jierform the function of money is prac¬ 
tically dead to the world.” 

Exactly true, save the sutement that 
there is plenty of money in the United 
States. But now-, comrade, tell us, please, 
w hat money is it that is hoarded in the 
bank vaults, etc., instead of being in ac¬ 
tive circulation? Is it the treasury notes, 
silver dollars and silver certificates? Nay, 
verily. It is the gold coin, as everybody 
knows. Come, now, friend Ladoff; go 
back ten years, more or less, and count 
up about the sum total of money that 
has passed through your hands as a 
business, professional, or ordinary me¬ 
chanic, or working man, and then .tell 
us wliat proportion of that money was 
gold coin. 

Dqring most of the time for the past 
thirty years the writer has performed the 
duty of cashier and accountant for a 
large manufacturing plant, and as such 
has paid out about $3,000,000, and not 
one-third of one per cent of that has 
been gold coin; and the greater portion 
of ^ the few thousand dollars that was 
paid in g;old coin during that whole pe¬ 
riod w-as given out just before important 
elections, to pull the wool over the eyes 
of the average voter. This is not an ex¬ 
ception, but is representative of the gen¬ 
eral experience of manufacturers, busi¬ 
ness men and w-orking people through¬ 
out the country. Gold is not in circula¬ 
tion. It is hoarded for speculative pur¬ 
poses; and I positively ^rm that it is 
hoarded by the capitalistic speculators 
far more than it woi-ld be if we had the 
free, unlimited Coinage of silver, 16 to 
I, as I s|iajl prove, if the Hmit of my 
space permits. 


The BocU) Democratic Party of Aacrltt Sm 
Clares that life, liberty asd happiness fore^ 
man. woman and child are conditioned nS 
eqi^ political and economic rights. ^ 

^at private ownership of the 'means of im.^ 
ducUon and distribution of wealth has 
society to split Into two distinct classes, 
confllctlna interests, the small possemlaa 
of capitalists or exploiters of the laborf^mTS 
others and the ever>lncreaslnir lai^ 
sessed class of wace-workers. who are dsorM 
of the soclally-due share of their product ^ 
That capitalism, the private ownership of tk. 
means of production. Is responsible for the ^ 
security of subsistence, the poverty, miserv ^ 
degradation of the ever>crowlns majority^ 
our people. 

That the same economic forces which ha*A 
produced and now Intensify the capitalist 
tern, will compel the adoption of Bo^allsm. £ 
collective ownership of the means of product^ 
for the common sood and welfare, or resultin 
the destruction of civilisation. ^ 

That the trade union movement and ittA.. 
pendent political action are the chief emanSI 
patlnff factors of the working class, the^ 
representlnir Its economic, the other its pollti^ 
wins, and that both must co-operate to abolS 
the capitalist system of production and dfyy 
butlon. ** 

Therefore, the Social Democratic Party of 
America declares Us object to be the establisht 
ment of a system of co-operative production 
and distribution through the restoration to the 
people of all the means of production and dl^ 
tributlon, to be adrolnlstere*) by orgranlsad soci¬ 
ety In the Interest of the whole people, and tbs 
complete emancipation of society from thedc^ 
inatlon of capltausm. 

The wage-workers and all those In sympathy 
with their historical mission to realize g hlghw 
civilisation should sever connection with sll 
capitalist and reform parties and unite with 
the Social Democratic Party of America. 


of the Social Democratlo Party (Ssetioo Orestsr New 
York) will bo bold 


Everybody is iovited to attend and have a 
geouioe social democratic time. Daocing will 
be^D at 8 p. m. Music foroished by Uoion 
men represented in the Central Federated 
Union. Talent furnished by Actors’ Protective 
Union No. 1. Tickets admitting gentleman 
and lady 25 cts. Extra ladies’ tickets 10 cts. 
All who can should come and make this picnic 
a grand success. 


Tbs Book Vou Need 

PRINCIPLES OF 

Scientific Socialism 

By Rev. Charle* H. Vail 
Author ** Modern SocIsIIjr** and ** National 
Ownership of Railways.'* 


CONTENTS: 

Tlie Indnstrial Eyolatioc. Tbs AnslyiU of Tolas. 
Tbs Origin of Harplus Voiae. 

The Advontoges of Soclaiism : ProdactioD. Dis- 
tributioo. ElimlaotioD of Ussleis Vocotloiu. PrsTsatJon 
of Wosts, EIstoUod of Wornoa. Proper <‘srs tad Traia- 
ing of Cbildrra, Efficient Olrsctors, Bolutioa of tbs 
Monstary Qasstlou. Abolition of Tozotion, Himpiifico* 
tion of (i< fsranietit, Bsosfits to (’opitollsU. ^aefiu to 
Labors rs. 

The Evidences of the Moral Strength of Social* 
Ism: Its Spirit aod Aim: Abolitioa of BualasM Dis- 
lionsfity: Rsatrictionof Divorce: PrsTsutioa of Proeti' 
tation; Elimination of ('rims; Prevention of Intemp* 
nranrs. Insanity, ate. 

Poverty—Its Canse and ('nre. Wage Slavery vt. 
Chattel Slavery. Kent and Interest. Tlie Law of 
Ws^s. The Law of ProgresM. Industrial Depressiona 
and ('ommerciol (’riaes. The Problem of Labur*Savlng 
Machinery. 

Popular Economic Errors: That Valne is Deters 
mined dt ('apitaiiKt ('oet of Production: that the loter- 
esls ol Laborers and Capitalisti< are identical; that 
Labor U Better OS To-day Than Ever Before ; Uiat 
('heap Prices are Beneficial to Labor; that Foreign 
Markets are Beneficial to Labor: that Lnznry is Bene¬ 
ficial to Labor : that Land Nationalization Would 
Solve the Social t^eetion: that Extravagance Is the 
Thief ('anee of Economic Want: that Sociiuiam Would 
Thwart Inventions and Improvementa: that Socialism 
Would Destroy Individnality. Conclusion and Index. 

i2fflo. 236 PagSA: Paper. SSe; ('loth, tl.OO. 


5RND 0RDER5 TO 

THEODORE DEBS. 129 Washington St 
CHICAQO 


International arbitration Instead. 

DEMANDS FOR FARMERS. 

The Social Democratic Party of America doea 
not hope for the eatabiishment of aoclal order 
through the Increase of misery’, but on the con¬ 
trary It expecta Its coming through- the deter¬ 
mined. united efiorte of the workera of both 
city and country to gain and use the political 
power to that end. In view of this we adopt the 
following platform for the purpose of uniting 
the workers In the country with those in the 
dty: 

1. No more public land to be sold, but to be 
utilized by the United States or the State di¬ 
rectly for the public benefit, or leased to farm¬ 
ers In small parcels of not over MO acres, tbs 
State to make strict refrolatlons as to Improve¬ 
ment and cultivation. Forests and waterwayo 
to be put under direct control of the nation. 

2. Construction of grain elevators. maguliMS 
and cold storage buildings by the nation, to be 
used by the farmers, at cost. 

8. The postal, railroad, telegraph and tele¬ 
phone services to be united that every poet and 
railroad station shall also be a telegraph and 
telephone center. Telephone service for farm^ 
era. as for residents of cities, to be at cost 

i. A uniform postal rate for the transporta¬ 
tion of agricultural products on all railroads. 

S. Public credit to be at the disposal of coun¬ 
ties and towns for the improvement of roads 
and soil and for irrigation and drainage. 


Is one of the moat widely quoted and inflnential Social 
reform Mpers in America. It la edited aod poblished 
by the Bnskin CoH>p«rative Association, it does not 
seek to make converts to Socialism by above, but by 
applying tbs arguments of reason and common sense. 
It treat. the snbject in a manner that the whole family 
will be interested in reading what it has to say. 

IT IS 0RI6IIAL, CLEVER AND CONVIRCING 

Sobw-riptioD, one /ear 50 cts., six months 25 cts.. three 
monthe 15 ets. Trial sobecription of ten weeks 10 cts. 

ADDRESS 

THE COMING NATION 

RUSKIN. TENN. 


CHILD LABOR” 

Delivered in the Uassachnseits Legislatare. 
The poimlar verdict prononneet It simply 
"greet.” 


SOCIETY’S RIGHT to LAND and CAPITAL” 

An argoment that is irresistible, eooebed in 
language clear, graeefol and poetic. Don't fall 
to order this. 

PfIlCE FIVE CENTS A COPT OR f3.00 A HUNDRED 
Head ordoni to 

MRS. A. KONIKOW 

1043 Washington SL, Boston. 


VoTwy-ThTfenJos 

Thomas l*aine—The Bights of Man.SO 

The Socialism of John Stoart Mill Edited by 

„ BUm. m 

Henry George—Social Ftoblems.S 

Osborne Ward—The Ancient Lowly. 1.50 

Adame—President John Smith.8 

Riebard T. Ely—Socialism and SMlal ^form..1 JO 

Boeder—Man in the Past, Preeeotand Fnture.... 1.00 
Beaham—A History of the Paris Commone 1^ 

(cloth 75e.)jMper cover ..8 

( has. Hv VaU-^rmciplM of ^ieotifie SMi^lan.. .8 

PAMPHLETS 

F. Q. R. Gordon—Hard Times: Cause and Core.... .05 

I^nard D. Abbott—The Society of the Foture.05 

F. Lasaalle—What la Capital.8 

H. M> Hyndman—Socialism and Slavery.....8 

Program.10 

Chat. U. Vail—The Indostrial KvolnUoo.8 

THE HERALD LEAFLETS 

No. 1 ronUIni “A WORD WITH KOU. JOHN!"b.- 
ing an admirably prepared paper by " Wayfarer,” bated 
on a chatder in "Me^e Engird.*' 

"THE HEAL MAOTER8"— pertinent qneetioos ad* 
dressed to workingmen. 

The "DECLARATION end POLITICAL DEMANDS” 
of the Social Democratic Party of America. 

No. 2 Contains "AROUSE, YE SLATES!” a ringlBf 
^ Socialism and the SocialO^ 

oenme Party^ith a picture of the anthor. 

" HOT SH&TS!” a EniKh of pithy! ^ted‘'up^ 
Mte paragraphs, ealonlated to make people 
for tbemeelvea. 

1000 copies.t2.00 * 

2“ «>pj~.i.» I 

100 oopIm.15 

THEODORE DEBS, SoeralarY Troaturw, 

126 Mfuhlngtoa SIrool, (flileago- 


JUST OUT 


Municipal Socialism 

By F. G. R. GORDON 


A tbirty-two page pamphlet packed with facts and 
fifores. An nnanswerable argraent in favor of mnni- 
oipal ownership. The first work of iu kind htrpopnlar 
nse. Every eociahst should help to epread It. 


Single enpiee 


One hundred roplee. 


Merrie England 

BT robent blatchforo 


A PLAIN EXPOSITION OF 
SOCIALISM ... (Pu.t.aep.iit) 

100 COPIES . . . $4.00 


85,00) COPIES SOLD IN ENGLAND 
from L.I.U LouAua EdiUoa 


Debs’ Tribute to Iiig-ersoll 

Numberless tributes will be paid to 
the memory oi Robert G. Ingersoll. Not 
one of them all, however great the.love 
that may inspire it, will be as tender and 
touching, as beautiful and poetic, as his 
own enchanting words in the presence 
of death.. His tribute over the remains' 
of hi.s brother. Ebon C., in Washington, 
in 1879, moved by its exquisite tender¬ 
ness. the whole country to tears. Al¬ 
most everv line of it has become classic. 
What a pity that there is not one, with 
tongue inspired, to speak such noble 
words above his pulseless clay. How 
truly these words, spoken of his brother, 
apply to himself: 

“The record of a generous life runs 
like .1 vine around the memory of our 
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roll fay. PrMnunabiy it was orgoniaad to work and 
work It ahoold. Now. you want a large attoadaoca al 
yoor maetinga and you want new membere. This plan 
inaurea both. Seemre a robber atamp with yoor time 
and place of meeting on It and order a bundle of the 

APPEAL TO REASON 

to*eotne each weak. Pat the etamp on eaoh copy and 
dlatribote them the day before yoor meeting. The ooet 
will be low and the people will eome. Tbe coet will be 
•onething like this: 

8 copiee weekly, 2 monthe tp one ertdreee $ Ul 


AN AGITATION FOR THE KINGDOM OF 
GOD ON EARTH. 


FRED'JC Q. STRICKLAND, Paerot. 
MEHTINOS, 

U. m., PrauhiDB-Gxrfleld HaU, 
Gor. HgmliD aod Chicago Aves, 

SuBjtay—8 p. m.. Open Air Heeting—Cor. 
Bidgewny and Chicago Area. 
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